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Communication by Gaze Interaction (COGAIN), IST-2003-511598  

 
31.08.2006  2/5  

Abstract 

This deliverable consist of a link made between two software systems, Gazetalk 5.0 and Dasher. Both have 
been developed by COGAIN partners, namely IT University of Copenhagen and University of Cambridge. 
Both systems may be found at www.cogain.org/downloads. 
 
GazeTalk 5.0 provides direct access to the very fast Dasher typing system (Ward and MacKay, 2002). The 
decision to make a link directly from within Gazetalk to Dasher was done on basis of experimental research 
that indicated high potentials for some users to reach a typing speed on Dasher that would be considerable 
higher than the speed expert users of GazeTalk can expect to achieve (Itoh, Aoki & Hansen, 2006).  
 
The link to Dasher from GazeTalk has been put on the very front layout of GazeTalk to remind the user that 
he or she could try it, every time GazeTalk is turned on (Figure 1).  
 

 
Figure 1. Dasher link on the front page of GazeTalk. 
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Once the Dasher button gets activated the user will see a divided layout in which the Dasher systems takes up 
a window to the left and the standard GazeTalk layout to the right (Figure 2). 
 

 
Figure 2. Dasher in a window within GazeTalk. 

 
The user can start input to Dasher, control the typing speed of Dasher (faster/slower) and export the text 
written in Dasher directly to GazeTalk (“Text to GazeTalk”). In GazeTalk the user is then able to continue 
writing and/or editing, and use the text for e-mails, documents or just as type-to-talk (Figure 3). Text that are 
written in Dasher and exported to GazeTalk will be included in the database of user words. The words will 
therefore be predicted with a high likelihood in all future text production within GazeTalk. 
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Figure 3. Text produced in Dasher are exported to GazeTalk. 

 
 
The user may also get more information about Dasher (“About Dasher” button). If the user activates this 
button, then GazeTalk will open its browser window with the Dasher homepage shown. (Figure 4). In this 
way, it is always the latest information generated by the Dasher group themselves that the user gets. 
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Figure 4. Dasher website in the browser of GazeTalk. 
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